
	 St Peter’s first Epistle was sent to a group of 
Christian converts who were in need of assurance 
of their election into the family of God. His letter 
became a solid statement of our Christian faith that 
can withstand the assaults of Satan, his evil minions, 
and a corrupt world. In the second chapter of Peter’s 
first Epistle, he writes these encouraging words, 
“Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, 
that by it you may grow up to salvation- if indeed you 
have tasted that the Lord is good. As you come to him, 
a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God 
chosen and precious, you yourselves like living stones 
are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy 
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ… But you are a chosen race, 
a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of 
him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous 
light. Once you were not a people, but now you are 
God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but 
now you have received mercy.” (1 Peter 2:2ff, ESV)
	 In the wild discussions that seem to be swirling 
around us at times, the government, cities, and 
vigilante groups want to take over to dictate the 
morals and teachings within our society for the 

Church.  Unfortunately, the Church in general is 
getting a bad reputation in some parts of our 
country because, for one, there are protests about 
government sanctions, intervention, and actions. 
But there are also countless numbers who want to 
speak their understanding for God on moral and 
social issues. Never mind their speaking doesn’t 
always jibe with what Holy Scripture says. 
	 Meanwhile, the elect of His kingdom recognizes 
the need for adherence to the meaning of the 
Fourth Commandment (obedience to those 
in authority). But then they are left scratching 
their heads when that Fourth Commandment 
obedience comes in direct conflict with the First 
Commandment and a bunch of those on the 
Second Tablet of the Decalogue. What seems to 
be even more confusing, there are those within 
mainline Christian denominations that teach 
a doctrine that leans in the direction that the 
government should be totally Christian and led 
only by Christian leaders. It might be a nice idea, 
but totally misses the point that we Christians 
are citizens of God’s eternal kingdom and 
coincidentally, citizens of an earthly government 
– the separation of Church and State, or as Luther 
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stated, the Kingdom of the Left and the Kingdom of 
the Right.
	 Not too many months ago, I can remember a 
time, that while discussing predestination and 
election with another Lutheran, whose ancestors 
were Baptists, he mentioned that when he asked his 
grandfather how he knew he was among the elect 
(chosen by God), his grandfather replied, “We run 
this here county, don’t we?” His grandfather was 
certain he was among the elect because of power, 
political influence, and affluence that the Church 
should have. However, by that kind of standard, 
our Lord Jesus Christ Himself would not have been 
among the elect. Jesus didn’t run much of anything 
by worldly standards, nor did He have much to 
show for influence or wealth on the scale of an 
earthly kingdom. “My Kingdom is not of this world,” 
Jesus replied to Pontus Pilate.
	 Martin Luther once wrote, “Christ makes His 
dwelling among those who are poor in spirit and 
brings to them His glorious kingdom whether they 
live in hovels as He did, or in the halls of power as 
some early converts to the church did (Phil 4:22). 
He never appears to “run this here world” (Jn 18:36), 
instead He depends completely on the word of 
promise from His Father (Mt 11:27). That’s all that 
remains to us if we are truly His disciples. No one 
can understand this except through the miracle of 
faith given by the Holy Spirit.”
	 You see, there isn’t an agreement even within 
Christianity on the obvious difference between 
earthly rule and rulers and the Kingdom of God 
where Jesus is King. Jesus permitted Himself to be 
subject to the rulers and the authorities of Caesar’s 
realm (Mt 22:21). Worldly fortune was never Christ’s 
goal. While living in an earthly poverty saying, 
“The Son of Man has no place to lay his head.” (Mt 
8:20). Jesus had no external guarantees of the 
total authority that was rightly His. He too lived 

by faith in the Word and promises of our heavenly 
Father. If we judge Jesus by the external criteria of 
worldly influence, wealth, or power, He would be a 
miserable and failed God, a poor example of worldly 
power. In fact, in this thinking wouldn’t a “poor 
Christian” be an oxymoron – something that doesn’t 
make sense because they don’t work together and 
earthly wealth is the scale by which most citizens of 
the left determine success or failure? 
	 Jesus Christ made His dwelling among those who 
are poor in spirit and brings to them His glorious 
kingdom whether they live in ghettos as He did, or 
in the halls of power and wealth as some of the early 
converts to the Church did (Phil 4:22). Jesus never 
came or will come to “run this here world” (Jn 18:36), 
instead Christ Jesus depends completely on the 
Word of promise from His Father (Mt 11:27). That’s 
all that remains to us if we are truly His disciples. No 
one can understand these concepts except through 
the miracle of faith given by the Holy Spirit, that we 
are inheritors of a Kingdom that stretches beyond 
our wildest imagination.
	 Until that day when Christ returns in glory, we 
pray our Lord will help us to live in this world as we 
fully acknowledge our necessary obedience to our 
worldly authorities and be in this world, but not of 
this world and its dealings. The present form of this 
world is passing away. But by the promises of Christ, 
we live as He did, confident of the promises of our 
Heavenly Father. Have a safe and joyous summer!

Your servant in Christ Jesus, 
Rev. Dr. Roger Paavola

They do not belong to this world any 
more than I do. John 17:16



To support the education efforts of individuals pursuing a full-time career in church work, the Mid-South District offers opportunities 
for student financial aid. To be considered for financial assistance, a student must be a member in good standing in a Mid-South 
District congregation and be enrolled in a seminary or university to prepare for full-time service to the Church as a rostered worker. 
Rostered workers are pastors, teachers, deaconesses and Directors of Christian Education. This district program, which is bolstered by 
a grant from the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML), has helped many Mid-South students prepare for full-time careers in 
church work as they’ve attended a Concordia seminary or university. 

To be considered for the student financial assistance program, you must first 
inform the Mid-South District Office that you are or will be a student enrolled 
at a synodical school.

All related forms, including the financial aid application, are available on the 
District website.  The 2026-2027 application period is now open.

This information may be sent via email to Lisa Pennington or  
by regular mail to: 	 Mid-South District LCMS
		  1675 Wynne Road
		  Cordova, TN 38016
		  Attn: Lisa Pennington

STUDENT FINANCIAL AID
Supporting Future Church Workers

Application deadline 
June 15, 2026

2026 Early Childhood Educator’s Conference
July 9-10, 2026 ~ Memphis 

Join us for an incredible opportunity to celebrate your ministry to children through 
sharing, supporting one another, and discovering innovative methods to connect with 
those cherished young ones.

The theme for this year’s event is “Speaking Wisdom, Teaching Kindness,” from 
Proverbs 31:26. Featuring our keynote speaker, Dr. Annette Anschutz (Tinkering with 

Steam, Created to Play), this conference will also include a lineup of outstanding speakers and engaging 
breakout sessions. You won’t want to miss the wealth of valuable insights awaiting you!

LOCATION: 	 Christ the King Lutheran Preschool (5296 Park Avenue / Memphis TN 38119) 

REGISTRATION: $50 per attendee. Due on or before June 8. NO REFUNDS after Friday, June 15.  
	 No registration discount for attending one day. The travel costs will be the responsibility 	
	 of the congregations/preschools. 

QUESTIONS: 	 Contact April Jones, email or call 901-373-1343 

MORE INFO:	 District website

REGISTER ONLINE NOW

https://mid-southlcms.org/student-financial-aid/
mailto:mailto:lpennington.contact%40mid-southlcms.com?subject=
mailto:ajones.contact%40mid-southlcms.com?subject=
https://mid-southlcms.org/2026-early-childhood-educators-conference/
https://midsouthdistrictlcms.regfox.com/2026-ece-conference


Worker Wellness 
Initiative Launches 
Monthly Challenges

Earlier this year, the Mid-South District introduced a new initiative to encourage the spiritual, emotional and physical 
well-being of our professional church workers. While the Worker Wellness Initiative was established to promote wellness 
for our workers, the hope is that the program’s activities and topics will reach into the pews and inspire everyone 
in our District to take a closer look at healthy habits for our body, mind and soul. One fun way to do this is through 
new monthly wellness challenges, which are open to anyone. In May, the Worker Wellness program will focus on general 
health and well-being, but with a special emphasis on diabetes awareness and prevention. It’s a pretty important topic, 
considering that 40 million Americans are currently living with this debilitating and often deadly disease. For May, the 
Wellness Challenge is simple. Do any (or all) of the following: 

Once you complete activities for the challenge, log your participation through an on-
line form and you’ll instantly be entered to win the monthly prize. The prize for May is 
a $50 Visa gift card—something you can use to help with any of your wellness goals. 
And if you’re a Facebook user, don’t forget to join the Worker Wellness group for regular 
tips and encouragement for your overall wellness. Just visit facebook.com/groups/
workerwellnessmidsouth to join.

CELEBRATE THE 
DISTRICT’S 60th 
AT OKTOBERFEST! 
The Mid-South District can’t wait to officially 
mark and celebrate its 60th year of ministry 
at a special Oktoberfest in Memphis—and 
everyone is invited! Please mark your 
calendar for Saturday, October 24, 2026 
from 11 AM-3PM. We are blessed to have 
Immanuel Lutheran Church & School host 
the event on their campus at 6325 Raleigh 
LaGrange Road. You will not want to miss 
this wonderful celebration, including every-
one’s favorite German traditions! Watch for 
registration details this summer.

Participate for a Chance 
to Win Cool Prizes!

• Set 1-2 personal or group health goals (nutrition, physical activity, blood sugar awareness, etc.) 
• Complete at least 8 physical activities during the month (walking, exercise, group activities, etc.) 
• Learn something new about diabetes or blood sugar health (article, video, workshop, discussion, etc.) 
• Participate in a group activity or conversation related to this month’s topic 

CLICK to take part 
in the May Wellness 

Challenge! 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/workerwellnessmidsouth
https://www.facebook.com/groups/workerwellnessmidsouth
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sv/WAd7Pw0/maychallenge
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sv/WAd7Pw0/maychallenge
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sv/WAd7Pw0/maychallenge


A Big Move for the Mid-South District 
For over two decades, a trip to the Mid-South District Office meant a visit to a charming old home with beau-
tiful grounds. The “Massey Mansion,” as it was often called, provided office space, meeting rooms and even 
sleeping quarters for pastors traveling through town. The property also included a swimming pool that local 
Lutheran families would frequent during summer months. This charming property served as the Mid-South 
District’s “home” from 1976-1997. 
 

With repair costs at the Massey location mounting, a 1997 
study by the Board of Directors suggested that it was time to 
move District operations to a more traditional office space. 
Later that year, the District Office was relocated to a leased 
office space that would serve as a temporary home for sev-
eral years while plans were made for a permanent location. 
The move to the permanent home would take place in June 
of 2001 when the Mid-South District opened the doors of 
the Alma S. Coleman Lutheran Center: a 7,000 square-foot 
building custom designed for the District’s unique needs.  
The new building was made possible in large part to Mr. 
Mickey Coleman who shared a generous gift to the District 
in memory of his mother, a long-time member of nearby 
Immanuel Lutheran Church in Memphis. The Mid-South 
District is now in its 25th year at this location!

The Mid-South District turns 60 this year! To highlight this 
great ministry milestone, the monthly Encourager is sharing a 
look at the faces, places and moments that have shaped our 

district over the last six decades.   

Watch for more District history in the June Encourager. If you missed the previous months’ installments, visit our website to 
see the collection of monthly history features: mid-southlcms.org/category/60-anniversary/.

From 1976 to 1997, the Mid-South District Office was located in a 
re-purposed mansion property on Massey Road in Memphis, TN. The 
property included sleeping quarters, a swimming pool, tennis courts and 
a charming hearth room—all of which were used by traveling pastors 
and other visitors. Over time, upkeep of what was essentially an aging 
home became too costly and plans were made to move the District Office 
to a more business-friendly property. Still, the Massey Road mansion 
remains an iconic and cherished part of the Mid-South District’s history. 

An enthusiastic crowd from across the District gathered for the 2001 
ribbon-cutting ceremony of the Alma S. Coleman Mid-South Lutheran 

Center in Cordova, Tennessee, a suburb of Memphis.

https://mid-southlcms.org/category/60-anniversary/


Our Savior Lutheran Is Growing in Spring Hill, Tennessee!

Greetings from Middle Tennessee! Our Savior Lutheran Church in Spring Hill, Tennessee, has been serving the 
community for two years now as a second campus of their Nashville location. This Spring, after catechetical 
instruction, we welcomed 17 new members! In the Spring of 2025, we welcomed 26 new members. We are 
growing steadily as we live out our mission, “Joining Jesus in Community through Living, Serving, and Giving.” 
We praise God for all the blessings He has bestowed upon Our Savior Spring Hill!

You are invited to join fellow 
singers for a day of inspiring, 
community-centered music-
making at the LSM Choral 
Gathering. Led by Dr. David 
Cherwien, LSM faculty mem-
ber and former Artistic Direc-
tor of the National Lutheran 
Choir, this event offers a wel-
coming introduction to the 
music, people, and artistic life 
of Lutheran Summer Music at 
St. Olaf College.

Invite your choir members and 
join us! Register today: 

LSMacademy.org/choral-gathering

CHORAL GATHERING 
ANNOUNCEMENT 
from Lutheran Summer Music

https://www.lsmacademy.org/choral-gathering
https://www.lsmacademy.org/choral-gathering


WHERE PRAISES
NEVER END

Prai se  Lutheran  Church
315 Southdowne Dr.
Maryville, TN 37801

MAY 17, 2026

A  H y m n  F e s t i v a l  f e a t u r i n g  
R e v .  D r .  S t e p h e n  S t a r k e

3:00 p.m.

Learn more and Register at
gracelutheranLR.org/gideon

We are excited to announce the first 
Oktoberfest Classic as a fundraiser for the 

Hope Lutheran Church  Family Life Pantry, 
Batesville AR. 

 
Friday, October 2, 2026

Completed form and payment are due by September 25, 2026
 

The Course at Eagle Mountain 
800 Gap Rd, Batesville, AR   

 
Registration and questions:

David Goodwin email 
 dtgood1990@gmail.com

Dawn Vaughn email 
 hopelutheranfamilylifepantry@outlook.com

OKTOBERFEST CLASSIC
- Mark your calendar -

https://www.gracelutheranlr.org/gideon
mailto:dtgood1990%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:hopelutheranfamilylifepantry%40outlook.com?subject=


You are invited to Concordia Seminary, St. 
Louis’ Prof Insights: Faculty-Led Workshop 
Series, which is coming near us this summer! 
Designed for pastors, church workers and lay 
people, the annual series offers in-depth study 
on contemporary topics that influence the 
practice of ministry and worship. As part of the 
2026 series, the workshop Reading and 
Preaching the Gospel of Mark will be held 
August 3-5 at St. Paul Lutheran Church in 
Wartburg, Tennessee. The presenter is Rev. Dr. 
David Lewis, who is associate professor of 
Exegetical Theology, director of the Master of 
Divinity and Residential Alternate Route 
Programs, Student Association adviser, and the 
Dr. Jack Dean Kingsbury Professor of New Testament Theology at Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis.  
 
 
The local contact for this workshop is Rev. David Graves, who can be reached at 
rev.davegraves@gmail.com and 423-346-3554. This year’s workshops will be led 
by Concordia Seminary faculty and other scholars, including faculty from 
Concordia Theological Seminary and Concordia University Wisconsin, and will be 

held at various congregation, university, 
seminary and district office locations 
across the country. The fee for each 
workshop is $160. Registration should be 
made no later than 14 days before the 
beginning of each workshop (July 20). 
Find the list of workshops and 
registration details at csl.edu/workshop-
series. For more information, contact 
Concordia Seminary Continuing 
Education at 314-505-7286 or 
ce@csl.edu. 
 
 

REGISTER TODAY!
CONCORDIA SEMINARY FACULTY-LED WORKSHOP



The LWML Mid-South District cordially invites all the 
women in the LCMS Mid-South District to attend our 29th 
Biennial convention in Springdale, Arkansas, June 12-14. 

Highlights of the convention include:
•	 Keynote speaker, Deaconess Dr. Tiffany Manor,  
	 Managing Director Mercy, LCMS Office of National  
	 sMission
•	 LWML Representative, Debbie Yocky, LWML Public  
	 Relations Director 
•	 Friday evening opening worship at Salem Lutheran      
	 Church, Springdale
•	 Saturday evening banquet with entertainment
•	 Bible study, singing, and fellowship

LWML MID-SOUTH DISTRICT 2026 CONVENTION
June 12-14, 2026 * Springdale, Arkansas

Email contact@midsouthlwml.org

https://www.facebook.com/LWMLMSDQR code or 
https://www.midsouthlwml.org/
district-convention-2026-main-menu/

We hope to see you in Springdale!

For all the details...

Ladies of the Mid-South District

https://www.facebook.com/LWMLMSD
https://www.midsouthlwml.org/district-convention-2026-main-menu/
https://www.midsouthlwml.org/district-convention-2026-main-menu/


AUGUST 9 - 11, 2026
Frankenmuth, Michigan

Register Today!
Attendees by June 30

Breakout Leaders by May 31
Exhibitors by May 31

bph@stlorenz.org

Pastors

Music Leaders

Worship leaders

Teachers

Administration

Church Staff

Volunteers

Leaders

Worship

 Breakouts 

Keynotes 

Fellowship 



Regional Circuit Meetings Set for Mid-South Delegates  
to the Upcoming Synodical Convention

The 69th Regular Convention of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod will take place July 18-23, 2026 in Phoenix, AZ. In 
preparation, Circuit meetings have been scheduled for all Mid-South delegates to the Synod Convention. At these meet-
ings, Mid-South District President, Rev. Dr. Roger Paavola, will review the Synod Convention process and workbook over-
tures, as well as answer questions regarding the role of a delegate. Delegates may choose from the following meeting 
dates and locations:  

 

Delegates to the upcoming Synodical Convention are asked to contact Missy Washburn at the District Office 
(mwashburn.contact@mid-southlcms.com) regarding which Circuit Meeting session they will attend.

•	 Tuesday, May 12, 2026; 7-9 PM in Knoxville - Grace Lutheran Church (9076 Middlebrook Pike / Knoxville TN 37923) 

•	 Wednesday, May 20, 2026; 7-9 PM in Memphis - Mid-South District Office (1675 Wynne Rd / Memphis TN 38016)

•	 Thursday, May 21, 2026; 7-9 PM in Little Rock - Grace Lutheran Church (5124 Hillcrest Ave / Little Rock AR 72205) 

•	 Wednesday, June 10, 2026; 7-9 PM in Russellville - St. John’s Lutheran Church (500 N Cumberland / Russellville AR 72801) 

•	 Thursday, June 25, 2026; 7-9 PM in Nashville - Ascension Lutheran Church (610 W. Old Hickory Blvd / Madison TN 37115)    

Do you know a high school-age student who may 
be interested in church work someday? Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis invites ninth- through 12th-grade 
students to attend Vocatio: High School on the campus 
of Concordia Seminary, June 20-26, 2026. This retreat 
encourages high school men and women to explore 
life as a seminarian, including attending worship and 
devotions and joining sessions with professors, all 
while having some fun and recreation! Registration is 
$300 and closes May 31. Register today! 

Vocatio High School Retreat Is Coming Up in June

mailto:mwashburn.contact%40mid-southlcms.com?subject=Synod%20Convention%20Delegate%20Meeting%20Preference
https://ask.csl.edu/register/?id=bb488390-76e6-49c3-99c1-e4146e23c16c&bbeml=tp-_n2kCRmCCEGtkX_6dmGkzA.jdQZILVyZjUa713Jrn9EgZQ.rY2GiBpGRikWcZIO6tpVGZw.lnOrvDTc_RkivKng3QO7jwA


PRAYER CONCERNS
REV. RONALD HALAMKA (Waxahachie, TX)
MRS. ALISON HAWKINS (Mid-South District Office)
MRS. MARY ANN HERD (wife of Rev. Clifford Herd, Hixson, TN)
REV. TOM SAYRE (Emeritus, St. John’s, FL)
REV. ALBERT EICHELBERGER (Emeritus, Knoxville, TN)
REV. MYLES SCHULTZ (Pastor, Grace Lutheran Church, Holiday 
Island, AR)
REV. DR. LEE HAGAN (District President, Missouri District)
MRS. NANCY CALLIES (wife of Rev. David Callies, Emeritus, 
Former District President MDS)
MS. JUDY OTTO (Holly Springs, MS - MDS Editor Lutheran 
Witness Supplement)
MRS. FLORENCE EICHELBERGER (wife of Rev. Albert 
Eichelberger, Knoxville, TN)
MRS. NORMA MOORE (wife of Rev. Tom Moore, Emeritus, 
Cordova, TN)
MRS. JUNE WIESE (wife of former MDS Pastor, Rev. Ron Wiese)
MS. STEPHANIE ELSEROAD (daughter of Rev. Rich Elseroad (EM) 
Knoxville, TN)
MR. ROBERT NERGER (Former Mid-South District Board of 
Directors, Wartburg, TN)
MRS. DONNA MARSHALL (wife of Rev. Stewart Marshall, Trinity, 
Pine Bluff, AR)
Mr. JEREMY HOWE (Huntsville, AL)

Our deepest sympathies to the family and friends of Mrs. 
Charlene Smith (wife of Rev. George Smith, Faith Lutheran 
Church, Oak Ridge, TN) who passed away on April 3, 2026.

CALL UPDATE
VACANT CONGREGATIONS & MINISTRIES

PENDING:  Rev. JD Zischke, Pastor to Restoration Lutheran 
Church, Fayetteville, AR & Vacancy Pastor to St. John Lutheran 
Church, Fayetteville, AR received a Call to serve as Pastor to Trinity 
Lutheran Church, Sterling, CO.
Rev. Willie Grills, Pastor to Zion Lutheran Church of Avilla, 
Alexander, AR received a Call to serve as Pastor to Salem Lutheran 
Church, Taylorsville, NC.
Rev. Mark Bushuiakovish, Associate Pastor to Our Savior 
Lutheran Church, Nashville, TN received a Call to serve as Senior 
Pastor to Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Collinsville, IL.
Rev. Mark Bushuiakovish, Associate Pastor to Our Savior 
Lutheran Church, Nashville, TN received a Call to serve as Senior 
Pastor to St. Paul Lutheran Church & School, Stevens Point, WI.
Rev. John Hallock, Pastor to Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 
Lexington, KY received a Call to serve as Pastor to Peace Lutheran 
Church, Cherokee Village, AR.

ACCEPTED: Rev. Thomas Boeck, Pastor to Peace Lutheran 
Church, Conway, AR accepted the Call to serve as Pastor to Trinity 
Lutheran Church, Summerfield, FL.

DECLINED: Rev. Matthew Albright, Pastor to Christ Lutheran 
Church, Little Rock, AR returned the Call to serve as Pastor to 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, Louisville, KY.
Rev. Matthew Albright, Pastor to Christ Lutheran Church, 
Little Rock, AR returned the Call to serve as Senior Pastor to St. 
Martin Lutheran Church, Birch Run, MI.

VACANT CONGREGATIONS & MINISTRIES
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Chattanooga, TN – 
Senior Pastor

IN THE CALLING PROCESS - COMMISSIONED MINISTERS
Our Savior Lutheran Academy, Nashville, TN – Full-time 
PreK Teacher; Full-time and Part-time Preschool Teachers and 
Aides.
First Lutheran School, Knoxville, TN-  Middle School Math; 
Several part time teaching positions

Prayer Summary, April 2026
Following is a list of all the people that have appeared on the Mid-South District website prayer list  

www.mid-southlcms.com during the month of April. 



Mid-South District, Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod

The monthly deadline is 
the 15th. Please email your 
original high resolution 
digital photo (.pdf or .jpg files 
only) and a short paragraph, 
to The Lutheran Witness 
Supplement editor, Judy 
Otto. 
Email: lw.contact@mid-southlcms.
com
phone: 662-252-1004. Judy 
will always acknowledge 
receipt of your submission if 
it is sent directly to her. 

We invite you to share your 
stories with us please email 
stories by 20th to Rhonda, 
webmaster.contact@mid-
southlcms.com. 
Here’s a look at the upcoming 
topics for 2026.
June — Leadership 
July — Veterans
August — Church Planting

Congregational 
Mission 

Commitments

Lutheran Witness 
Supplement

Encourager
Topics in 2026

Share your news with us!

Contact
1675 Wynne Road
Cordova, TN 38016
PHONE: 866.373.1343 / 
901.373.1343
FAX: 901.373.4826

Stay Connected With Us
WEB -  
“mid-southlcms.org”	

FACEBOOK - 
 “Mid-South-LCMS”

INSTAGRAM - 
“midsouthlcms”

TWITTER - 
“@midsouthLCMS”

Staff 
Rev. Dr. Roger Paavola, 
President
Angela Fowler, 
Executive Director for Business & 
Finance
Michelle Fischer, 
Executive Director for Education, 
Youth & Family
Scott Roberts, 
LCEF Vice President 
Missy Washburn, 
Executive Assistant to the 
District President
Renae McElwain, 
Communications & Marketing 
Specialist
April Jones, 
Administrative Assistant for 
Education, Youth & Family
Lisa Pennington,
Finance Assistant
Robin Moyer,
Deaconess

Mission Commitment Receipts 
as of 3/31/2026 

(3 Months)
Anticipated Amount  
(25% of budget).............. $412,530
Actual Receipts.................398,867
Over (under)  
anticipated amount...... ($13,663)

Use of Mission Commitment 
Receipts (3 Months)

Allocated to Synod for World 
Missions .............................$113,410
Allocated to Tanzania..........6,250
Retained for District Mission/Ministry 
Support (70% of receipts)... 279,207
Total Receipts..................$398,867

Mission Commitment Receipts 
Prior Year Comparison

 (3 Months)
Actual Receipts  
as of 3/31/2026................$398,867
Actual Receipts  
as of 3/31/2025................$392,673
Over (under) prior  
year receipts ........................$6,194 
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